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BASIC-ABSTRACT: Mineral oil refining process, comprising 
extn. with a solvent, 

removal of solns. of raffinate and extract from the extn. 
stage and removal of 

solvent from these solns., is characterised in that the 
solvent is removed from 

the raffinate soln. by: (i) thoroughly mixing the soln. 
with the antisolvent or 

antisolvent mixt . which had been used in the extn. stage: 
(ii) allowing to 

separate by settling into a raffinate phase and an 
antisolvent phase; (iii) 

sending the antisolvent phase to the extn. stage or adding 



08/07/2002, EAST Version: 1.03.0002 



ir to the extract 

soln.; and (iv) conventionally heating the raffinate phase 
and removing 

residual solvent from it with stripping steam. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - The process is useful for aromatics 
removal, by extn. with 

phenol, furfural, N-methyl formamide etc., during 
lubrication oil prodn. . 

Solvent is removed from the raffinate phase without the 
usual solvent 

vaporisation, with its associated investment costs (for a 

tubular heater, flash 

column etc.) and energy costs. 
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